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Spectacular Kabul Campaign

Akbar was not a genocidal Asian despot; he wanted all faiths to
flower and their followers to live in peace and with equal dignity,
The Muslim feudal chiefs, as also the Muslim priestly class, who
had enjoyed a privileged position for nearly five hundred years,
could not but be hostile to the Emperor's programme of social re-
form. Abolition of subsistence allowances paid on the basis of
religion was a measure that stirred mini-revolts, especially in areas
where the Central authority was comparatively tenuous. Anti-
corruption steps initiated by the over-zealous Diwan, Shah
Mansur,* irked the Afghan nobility of the eastern provinces who,
though humbled on the battlefield, had not yet fully reconciled
themselves to Mughal hegemony. Rationalization of the system of
land revenue and the order prescribing the branding of horses
kept for imperial service were the two enactments which escalated
the prevailing discontent, and became convenient tools in thfr
hands of the aggrieved Mullas to stoke the fires of revolt.
The tilings came to a head when the influential Kazi of Jaun-
pur, Muhammad Yezdi, issued zfatwa declaring rebellion against
Akbar not only lawful but obligatory for the followers of the
Prophet:
The very fundamentals of our religion are threatened. The fivfr
*A man of humble origin, Shah Mansur rose to the high office of Diwan
because of his extraordinary skill in accounting.